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Attachment “A” to Resolution 2020-07 

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MICHAELS 

MEETING RULES AND PROCEDURES 
 

SECTION 3 

“3.7 Voting: When a question is put, no member shall be excused from voting except on 

matters where there exist [sic] a conflict of interest.”  (p. 7) 

 

SECTION 4 – CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

“Conflict of Interest: All commissioners are subject to the provisions of Maryland law and to 

conflict of interest provisions that may be contained in the Town’s ordinances and Charter.  Any 

commissioner prevented from voting because of a conflict of interest shall also refrain from any 

participation in the matter under which the conflict exists.  When in Closed Session a 

commissioner recuses himself/herself, he/she must leave the Commission’s meeting during the 

debate and vote on the matter.   When in Open Session a commissioner recuses himself/herself, 

the Commissioner may stay in the room but shall remove himself/herself from the 

commissioner’s desk and not participate in the debate or vote on the matter.”  (p. 8) 

Proposed amendments: 

 

Conflict of Interest: All commissioners are subject to the provisions of Maryland law and to 

conflict of interest provisions that may be contained in the Town’s ordinances and Charter.  In 

advance of any meeting, a commissioner may file a Disclosure of Apparent Conflict of Interest 

form (provided by the Ethics Commission) for purposes of disclosing a potential conflict of 

interest, recusal from deliberations and/or voting, or seeking advice from the Ethics Commission.  

Any commissioner prevented from voting because of a conflict of interest shall also refrain from 

any participation in the matter under which the conflict exists.  When in Closed Session a 

commissioner recuses himself/herself, he/she must leave the Commission’s meeting during the 

debatedeliberations and vote on the matter.   When in Open Session a commissioner recuses 

himself/herself, the Commissioner may stay in the room but shall remove himself/herself from 

the commissioner’s desk and not participate in the debate or vote on the matter.  

 

Form – Disclosure of Apparent Conflict of Interest 

 

Notes / observations: 

 

COSM may request the St. Michaels Ethics Commission to review any proposed disclosure form 

or amendments to the Meeting Rules and Procedures re provisions that fall within the ambit of 

public ethics. 
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Under certain circumstances, an official openly expressing his/her recusal, and then leaving the 

dais and abstaining from the relevant discussion and vote will suffice to satisfy public ethics 

concerns.  Nonetheless, we see no issue with officials who have recused themselves leaving the 

room when practicable. 

 

 


